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00:00:00

Todd Gibbs: This is the Hilltopper Halftime Show and it rolls in 3, 2, 1.
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1

00:00:08

TG: Welcome to our On-Campus Halftime Program from Western Kentucky University, I'm
Todd Gibbs. The 1992 student alumni phon-a-thon is underway. It will run through Thursday
night, October 14. Students at Western Kentucky University are calling alumni in an effort to
raise funding for academic programs. According to assistant director of Alumni Affairs Ron
Beck as state monies decrease the importance of the phon-a-thon increases each year.
Ron Beck: More and more our alumni and friends are being asked to support the university
through private gifts. And so given the strains we have on our budgets through state
allocations and other ways that we have problems private support is more important now than
ever before. And will become even more important as we move down the road.
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TG: This is the thirteenth year of the phon-a-thon and Beck says alumni have always been
there for Western in the past.
RB: Our alumni have been fantastic in terms of the support that they have been willing to
provide through an annual gift to the university. We believe that we will continue to get larger
gifts and that we will get more of our alumni who will be willing to participate.
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TG: Students will be using 32 telephones calling alumni to ask for their support. In some
cases students will be calling graduates of the programs they are now enrolled in and to ask
for gifts to support that particular program.
RB: Volunteer students each night will come into our phon-a-thon room and receive some
training. And then they'll be asked to call alumni. Some will call alumni from the departments
they are majoring in right now. As a business student may call a person who majored in
business and ask them for a restricted gift to support the program in the College of Business.
And all of our other departments are participating as well. So the volunteer will call alumni and
ask them for their support. In the last few years has moved to more direct solicitations of
alumni for targeted gifts to their particular programs. And as all of our departments come into
this program the phon-a-thon becomes a way that they have of receiving an infusion of money
to help them in their program right now this year. And so for this reason our departments and
our faculty in those departments and the students in those departments are depending upon
the gifts of the alumni to help meet some of the needs that we have today.
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TG: $162,000 was raised last year. Officials are hoping this year's phon-a-thon will bring in
$170,000. And that's our On-Campus Halftime Program from Western Kentucky University,
I'm Todd Gibbs. Now stay tuned for the Hilltopper Halftime Show following this one minute
fifteen second break. This is the Hilltopper Football Network.

